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Chensngo County American Legion
: Department of New York

Sraarhle

1

Por God and counbiy, We asscclabe owrselzes together for the
following purposes; Lo uphold and Gefend Lhe conztituticn of the Uniteu

States of ‘merica; o maintain law and order; 10 fogter and perpetuale &
one mundred per cent. Americamism; o preserve the meoories and incidents
of our association in the great warj; ©o inculeate a sense of individusl
obligation of the commexity, siate and nation; to corbat the autocracy
of both the classes and the masses; to make right the master of mights

+0 promote peace and good will on earth; io safeguard and transmit o
pnosterity the principles of justice, fresdom and democracy; O consecraie
and sanctify our comradeship by ocur devotlon Te matual helpfulness.

Articie T Tame

Seciion 1. The name of the organization shall be the Chenango County
American Legion, Cepartment of New York.

_—

Argiels XX Osjechs

Section 1. The cbjects and purposes of this organization shall be o
promote the orinciples and policies as set forih in the foregolng preamble,
and Zhe national and departmental constitutions of the American Legion.

Avticle IIX Hature

Section 1. This is a civilien crganization and neribership therein does
ot sffech or increase 1iability for military or polics garvice.

ction 2. This organization shall be absolutely non~political and non-
charian, and shall not be used for the dissemination of partisan prin-—
ciples nor for the pramotion of the candidacy of any person seeking public
e or preferment. No candidate for or incumbent of a remunerative
elective public office shall hold any office in this organization of the
American Legion, and the declaration of candidacy for a public office by
any person who is an officer of this orgenization of the Americamn Legion
shall operate aubomatically to vacate mis office in this organization, and
same shall be filied as hersinafter provided.
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Ssction 3. Rank does not exist in the American legionj no member shall be
addressed by his military or naval title in any meeting of this organization.

Article I¥F Membership of Posias

Section 1. Eliglbility to membership in the Americen legion shall be pre-
seribed by the National Constitablon of the American Legion.

. Articie V
Officers and Merbership of County Organisation

Section 1. The Administrative affairs of this organization of the American
Legion shall, except as may be otherwise provided by the by-laws, be under
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the supervision of a committse which shall consist of at least one merber
from each post in this county for each one hundred paid-up membership or
major fraction thereof, but every post regardless of size shall be en~
titled to at least one member on this Coamittee. One Commty Committee
member from each post in this County shall be the Commander of said post
unless it is otherwise woted by the post, in addition to the elactive
county officers, who shall be entitled to vobte but are not considered part
of the representation of the Post of which they are menmbers.

Section 2. The officers of this county organization shall be Commander,
three vicescormanders without senority, and adjutant, sz finance of{icer,

a chaplain who shall ziso act as county historian and a county service
officer arnd such other officers as may be deemed necessary by ithis organ-
ization who may be named by a nominations cormitiee appointed by the county
commander, or nomieted from the floor at the annval county convention.

The term of office of officers of this organization shall be for one year.

Section 3. This organization shall provide for standing committees on
finance, publicity, membership, credentials, conventions, post activities
and welfare. Post applications for charters, post constitutions and by-
laws and on such other subjects as may seem desirable. The power of these
standing cormittees shall be to recommend appropriate action to the county
organization or to the county executive commitiee.

Section L. A1l officers and county committeeren shall be elgcted annually
and they shall hold office until their successors are duly installed or as
otherwise provided. 2Any officer or county committeeman may be removed for
inefficiency by the county comittee, a two-thirds vote of said county
comrittee belng necessary to effect such removal.

Section 5. Bvery member of the American Leglon of this counity in good
standing shall be eligible to hold office in this organization unless
otherwise provided hergin.

Section 6. The cuties of officers and the county committeemen shall be
those usually appertaining to such officers or committiseren and as further
provided in the by-laws.

Article VI
County Executive Commities

Section 1. Between the county meetings of this organization the adminis-
trative power of the Chenango County organization of the American Legion
shall be vested in the County Ixscutive Committee, which shall be composed
of the County Commander, three Vice-County Commanders, the County Adjutant
arnd the Comnty Treasurer; All past County Commanders while in good standing
in their respective posts in this county, who have served a major portion” of
their terms of office shall be members for life of this county executive
cormrittee without vots.

Article VII-Finance

Section 1. The revenus of this organization shall be derived from member—
ship or initiation feeg from annual membership dues of the merbers of all
posts in this county and from such other sources as may be approved by the
county comriittes.




Section 2. Faech Post shall pay: anmually to the County Organization on
or before October 20th, .for each of its individual members, an amount
deened necessary by a regularly convened County Convention to operate
i%s orgenization, in addition to whatever amount 1is required by the
Department amd te be paid to the National Organization.,

- Artiele VIIT
Aperican legion Auxiliary

Sectdion 1. This organization recognizes an anxiliary organiszation to
be kwnown as the Awdliary Unit of Chemange County, The American Iegion.
Saebion 2. llombership in the Awdlisvy shall be as prescribved by the
Hational Constitution of ihe American Legion Awdliary.

Article IZ-Amondnents

Section 1. This constitubion is adapted subject to the provisions of the
siztional Constitution of the Ameriean Legion and the Deperiment Constitu-
tion of the Depariment of New York, The American Legion. Any amendment o
sa2id Hational or Departmental Constitutions which is in conflict vith sny
provisions hersof shall bs regarded as automaticalliy repealing or noxdifying
the provisions of this Constiitution to the extent of such confiiat.

Section 2. This constitution may be amended at eny regular meeting by
vote of two thirds of the nenbers of the County Committee attending such
regular meeting, provided that the proposed -amendment shall have been sube
mitted in writing and read at the next preceding regular neeting of the
County Cormittee, and provided further, that written notice with the pro-
posed amendment aliached shall have been given to all members of the county
commitiee at least thirty days in advance of the date vhen such amendment
is to be vobted upon, notifying sald merbers of the cowmbty comittee thabt at
such meeting a proposal to amend the Coumby Constitution is to be woted
UPOfl»




Gh@né.ﬁgoﬂ Cmm‘by By-iaws _

Article l-Name

Section 1. The County Organization existing under these by-lasws is {0 be
known as the Chenang> County organization of the American Legion, Departe
ment of Hew York.

Section 2. The objects of this organisabion are as set forth in the Comnty
Constitution.

Article 2-banagement

Section 1. The goverment and management of this organization is entrusted
o a comritiee consisting of the duly cleciad officers of this srpganization
and such other =membersz from the various posis of this covnty as provided by
the County Constitution. The of ficers shall be elected at the annual comntby
convention and the representatives from the various pests of the gcounty shall
be elschbed to represent thelr postz in ithis organisation by the sald variow
posts ab the next post meetding following the anmual Couniy Convention. &11
officers and members of this organizetion shall take office at the meeting
next following that of thelr election. No post in this county shall have on
this county commitbee al any tine more represenbatives than they are entitled
Lo in accordance wilth the couniy comstituldon. 411 elections of officers &
thia organigation shall be az specifisd by the Counity Comstitubion, Posts
shall elect additional commitiesmen as their nombership increases and shall
01d a new election of copmitieemen at any time their membership entitlss
them %0 less cormitbesmen than they hawes

cﬂ-

Section 7. All vacancies exigting in any office of this organization from
any cause other than the expiration of the berm, shall be fililed by a major=
ity vote of the remaining members of this organization, and a pergon o
appointed or elected shall hold office from the unexpired term of the officer
whom he succesds. £ vacancy shall exist when an officer is absent from his
pogt for a continuous period comsidered detrimental to the interests of
this organization by the Executive Corerdttes. In the event of a vacangy of
any representative of any post on this counbty commities said post is to be
notified by the Cowty Adjubant to elect a new repregentative, who, wpon his
election, will take office at once gnd shall hold offies for the unexplred
tern of the member whom he succeeds. '

Section 3. The Post Adjutants of each post in this county shall, uwpon the
election of thelr Cownty Commititeenen, notify the County Adjutant of their
respective nanes and addresses at once, Ho member of any post vho is nob
in good standing can te elected by any post in this county Lo serve on this
county cormitles.

Article 3-Exscubive Conmlittee

Section 1. The County FExecutive Committes shall meet for organizaticn and
such other business as may come bafore it at the call of the County Cormander
as goon after the county convention as he mey dewm necessary but in no ine
stance later than ons month after the annual department coenvention and as
often thereafter as said County Commandsr may deem necessary. The Commandor
shall call a2 meeting of the counbty exscutive cormittee upon the joint writien
request of a majority of members of sald county executive committee, or upon
the written request of one third or more of the County Committes. & majority
of the members of the County Executive Gommittee shall constitute a quorum
thereof.
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Section 2. The County executive cmmi’t.tae ghall hire such employees as
mey be necessarys; shall zuthorize and spprove all expenditures; shall re~
quire adequate bonds from all persons having the custody of county funds;
sholl hear reports of county committee chairmen; end generally, shall
have charge of and be responsible for the managment of the affairs of
this cownty organigation.

Article li-Duties of Officers

Section 1. Iuties of the County Commander: It shell bhs the duby of the
County Commander to preside ab all meetings of the County Organization

and to have general supervision over the business and offairs of the
county organisation, and such officer shall be the chief execubtivs

officer of this organization. He shall spprove all orders direciing the
disbursement of funds and shall meke an annual report covering the business
of the county organization, for the year and make recommendstions for the
ensuing year, wiich report shall be read at the summal counbty convention
and a copy thersof immediabely forwarded to the deparitment adjubtant. He
shall perform such other dukies as direcied by the counby crganmization.

Section 2. Duties of Vice-County Commarders: The Viee-County Commanders
shall assume and discharge the duties of the offica of county cormander in
‘the absence or ingsbility of, or when called upon by the county commander.
.u, in case the county commander is unable to preside abt a mesting, there

g more than one Vice=Couniy Commander present, it shall be the duby of
tm megbars of this organizabion present ab such meeting to designate which
vice-comnty commander ehall preside over the meebing.

Section 3. Dutles of the Counby Adjubent: The County Adjutant shall have
charge of, and kegp a full and complete record of, a1l procecdings of 211
meetings of this organisation. Keep such records as the deperiment and
national orgsmization may recgu.re. Render reports of membership anmially
or when called upon ab a meoting and wder the direction of the cemrty
commander handle all carrespondence of the county organizati

Section L. Dubles of the Finance Officer: The finonce officer of this
organigation shall have charge of all finances and see that they avre.
safely depoaited in soms local bank or banks and ghall report atb every
meeting of this county organiszation the condition of the finances of ths
orgsniza‘hian with such recommendatlions ns he may deem expedient or necessary
for the ralsing of funds with which Yo carry on the various activities of
this organlzation. He shall sign checks chsbarsfmg the moneys of this or-
ganigzation. He shall give a sweaty bond, approved by the County exacutive
conmxittee and the departﬂenu of MNew York to cover doubla the average amount
of moneys handled in & single year. The premium on szid bond shall be pe:l.d
oub of the financez of this organisation.

Section 5. Dubties of the Cownty Historian: The county histoerian shall be

charged with the individual records, and incidenis of the various posts in

this county, and shall perform such other duties as may properly pertain to
the office as may be determined by the county organization.

Section 6. Duties of County Chaplain: The County Chaplain shall be
charged with the spiritusl welfare of the members of this organigzation in
this county and will offer divine but non-sectarian service in the event of




 dedications, fumerals, public functions, etc., adhere to such ceremoni
ritials as are recommerded by the national or depsrtment hesdquarters
from time to time. .

Section 7. Dubies of the Sergeant-at-frms: The Sergesnbt-at-Arms shall
pregerve order at all meetings of this organization and shall perfom
such other duties as may be, from time to time, asgigned to him by the
county orgardgation.

=3

&xficle S-Appeointmenis
Section 1, The County Commander at the first regular county meeting, after
his election, shall appoint the following standing committees: Hembership,
Legal Publicity, Finence, Service, Visiting, Americanism, and such other
commitiees as he may be asked to appoint by the District Commander or such
other district or depariment officers who have charge of the various sctiv-
ities of this orgamization. Such standing commitiees shall consist of such
members, and the chairmen thereof, as shall be designated by the county
commander. The County Cormander may appoint such obher committees as he
may see fit or as he nay be directed o do by the county orgamization.

Article G-leetings

Section 1. The Chenango County ‘merican Legion shall hold meetings at
least once esch month beginning not later than two months after the anmual
department convention, at least one such meeting shall, unless waived by
the post, be held in each post of this counvy until all posts are visited.
After all posts have been Tisited at least once end the business of this
organization is well taken care of, the executive commities can decide to
postpone any meetings thereafter mtil the ammual cowty convention.

Section 2. At all regular meebings of this organization, representation
shall be in accordance with Article 5, Section 1 of the County of Chensngo
Constitution,

Section 3. & guorum shall bs present at any meeting at wh:ich five (5) or
more posts are represented.

Section k., The parlismentary practice and procedure of all meetings of
this organization shall be governed by Roberts'! Bule of Order » execapt as
herein otherwise provided.

Article 7-New Posts

Section 1. The county executive comities shall pass upon each application
for the charter of a new post in this county and upon the constitution and
by-laws of each such post.

Section 2. It shsll be the duty of the counby executive commities to see
That all posts are properly organized and conducted in this con{ya '

Section 3. Each post shall fwnish 4o the county adjubant an address to
witich all notices and documents nay be mailed or sent, and same notices
and documents shall be held to have been duly sent to or served upon any
post vhen malled to said post at the address so furnished. In the case of
any post not furnishing such address to the county adjutant, any notice or
document shall be held to have been duly served vpon a post if mailed to
said post at the address of its Post Commander or Adjutant or sny member
of the post whose name appears signed to its application for cherter.




GQ

.. Article B-Notices of Regular C
Meetings and County Executive Committer
Section 1. The comty adjubmnt shell notify every member of the Comty
Copmi.tbee and every county officer of all regular couniy meetings and
the notices of gsuch meebings shall bo in the mails not later then seven
(7) days previous to said meetings. The Comnty Adjubamt shall notify
every member of the county executive ecommittee of all county execubtive
commitiee meebings and such notices shall be in the maile not later than
three (3) days previous %o said meetings.

Article 9~-Annusl County Convention

Secvion l. The County Adjutant shall notify every post in this comiy
of the time and place of the anmual county convention and such notices
ghall be in the mails nob later then thirty (30) dsys previoms to said
annual county convention.

Section 2. The annual comby convention cgll shall read as follows:
Pursuant to the requirenents of the constitution and by-laws of the
American legion, Chenango County, Pepartment of New Tork, I
s County Cormander, ¢o hereby Gall vho

anmual convention of the dmerican Legion of Ghenange Coun Sy

t0 be held ab s i, Y. on (date) t0 con-—
vene at {time) for the following purposes:

1. To elect Delegates and Alternates to the Department Gonvention to be
held at {Place) ~on {dates) #

2. To elect officers for the Lepartment of Uhenengo Coumty for the ensuing
year, viz: County Comander, Three Vice-County Commanders, County Adjubant,
Comty Treasurer, County Service 0fficer, Chaplain and Historian,

3. To amend the present County Constitubtion end By-Taws if so desired s and
To transact such other business as may come before the comvention.

Section 3. The snnusl meeting of the American Legion of Chenango Comly
for the purpose of electing cowwy officers and delegates and alternates

o the ammual department conventicn and to twansact any other business that
may come bafore the meebing shall be a convenbion.

Section h. The date of the anmuml county convention shall be Tixed by the
county commander and shall be held not later than thirty days prior to the
anoual convention of the Amexicsa Legion Department of Mew Tork.

Section 5. Representation at the annnal county conveabion shall be the _
duly elected county comritteemen and their alternates, Rech post shall be
entitled to four delegates-at~large and fouwr alternates-at~large and one
additional delegate and one sdditional elternste for each twenty—-five paid
up nepbership or major fraction thereof, credited to that post ten days
previous to the date of the sarmal county convention. Alternates will
have the privilege of voiing on the floor of the convenbtion only in the
ebsence or inablility of regular delegates, bubt they shall have all other
privileges, including the zight %o serve on all ecormitteos.

Section 6. Order of businesg:

Call to order

Invocation . : : o
- Call of the convention (read by the County Adjutant) -

Reading of the minubes of the last county conventiom

Appointment of committess on credentials. Ayditing

and resolubions " o S




Appointment of nominating commities to be composed of at least
cne member from each post in the county.
Introduction of resolutions and reference of same to corriibteec.
Anmual report of the Gounty Commander.
Amuzl report of the County Adjutant.
Annual repoyt of the County Treasurer.
Anmusl report of the County Service Officer.
Annmal veport of the other county officers or standing commitiees.

Immediately aifter the receipt of an action upon the reports of couaty offi-
cers and committees the commender shall btring the entire convention to
attention and say, "The Adjubtant will call the roll of those leglonnaires
of Chenango County who have "Cone Yest" since our last conveniion. If
none have passed on, bthe adjutant, saluting, shall say ¥Sir, all are
present or accounted for?. If eny have passed on since the last annual
conventicon the adjutant shall call their names slowly and 23 each name is
spoken a delegate from the post of which he was & merber shall respomd by
seying, "Sir, He died at the day of 5
19 . Z2ge years. This will neceSsitate T2 Adjutant ascertaiming
from Lhe verious delegates previous to the call 4o order the names of all
menbers who have died in the past vear.

Section 7. Order of Business (Conb'd,)

The adjutant shall then inquire of the date of his entrance into the
services of the United States arnd in the Anerican Legion, and after the
Delegates have resporded the Commander shall say, TLegionnaires, we
commend the bravefpirit of our late comrades te the swprene goodness of
our Divine Commander™. The delegates shall then regpond "In Him we put
our trust, Amen.”

Thereupon the Semior Past County Cormander present shall say, "I move this
convention do now Lake & briel recess oub of respect to the memory of our
departed comrades.® The Commander will ask that this mobtion be seconded
and if carried, will then ammounce, 71 do declare this convention in recess
out of respect of our departed comrades.” (During this recess, the vsrious
committees gppointed by the Commander will function and as soon as they sre
ready to report to the convention the Commander will c2ll the convention 0
order,)

Eeport of Committee on Credentisls.

Report of Committee on Anditing.

Report of Commitiee on Resoluiions.

Report of Committes on Nominabions.

The Commander shall call for nominations from the floor and the vobing on
each office ghall be by ballot. A candidate must receive a majority of the
votes cast to be elected. To promote the efficient conduct of the affairs
of this organisation it should be remembered that the rew County Adjutant
should be elected from the post of the newly elected County Commander.

The Commander will then call for nominations of Delegates and Alternates to
the Anmual Department Convenbion and instruct the convention that in making
nominations that it must be borne in mind that before a name is placed in
nomination the Delegate moking such nominatlon must ascertain if such nominee
will attend the Amual Pepariment Convention. Delogate should be advised of
the amount of money available for expenses of Delegates to the Department
Convention.




New Business _

Action on invitations from various posts for the next anmual county convention.
Thirty seconds' silent prayer for our departed Comrades.

Adjourmment. :

Section 8. Ismediately after the adjowrnment of the aomual county coavention
the Delegates to the anmuel Pepartment Convention shall meet and elect a
cheirman from among their number who shall keep them advised of 21l corresg-
pondence from Department Headquarters, and act as the spokesman of the
delegation at the Anmmal Deperiment Conventions

sectlon §. After the adjourmment of The ammual County Convention the retiring
County Commander will turn over to his successor all correspvondence and
supplies in his possession; also all records and books of instructions and
anyy other matter that may be of assistance to the newly elected Couwmbty Com~
mander in the performance of his duties.

Section 10. After the adjowrmment of the Ammal County Conventiocn the
retiring County Adjubant shall corpie te the minubes of the County Comventlon
Just past and shall report to the Department Headgvarters the nsmes and
addresses of all the newly elected officers of the comty and the names and
the addresses and the posts they are members of, of 211 Delegates and all
Alternates elected to the coming Anmual Department Convention and the Chair-
man thereoi. After completing the above the retiring Cownty Adjutant will
turn over Lo s successor the minute book of this organmization slong with
all supplies and correspondence and books of instructions and the office
equipment in his possessioz.

Section 11. After the adjourmment of the Ammal County Convenbion the re-
tiring County Treasurer shall turn over to the successor all moneys in his
possession belonging to this organization and a2lso twrn over Lo hiz successor
21l supplies and record books in his possesgion. '

Section 12, After the adjournment of the simmal Cowly Converition all other
retiring County officers not mentioned im Section 9, 10, and 11 of these By
laws and all members of all standing comwitbees will turn over to the newly
elected Comty Commmader all correspondence, books of inatructions sod
supplies in their possession.

Article 10-lmendments

Section l. These By-Lews may be smended et any regular counby meebting by

a vote of two thirds of the merbers of this cownby committee present ab such
regular county meeting. Provided, that the proposed amendment hag been sub-
mitted in writing and read at the nexb preceeding repular meeling of said
County Commitvitee, and provided, further, that written notice, with the pro-
posed amendment atbached, has been sent to all posts in this county at least
thirty daeys in advance of the date when such amendment is to be voted upon,
notifying such posts that at such regulsr county meeting a proposal to smend
the County By-Lsws is 10 be vohed wmon.

Dited . Hec 22, +T4F




